Tafsir Ibn Kathir 

Ti is k Mc io it k guidance sure. wittait douht, tothose rio fearAIk 



Revealed in Makkah 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most 
Merciful. 



31:1 Alif Lam Mim. 



^\\ ^m\ cjU! a 

31:2 These are Ayat of the Wise Book. 



o f atH * - o 



31:3 A guide and a mercy for the Muhsinin. 

^a j s\Sjll oy&j "o\LA\ cjJa^ jjaSI 

31:4 Those who perform the Salah and give Zakah 
and they have faith in the Hereatter with certainty. 
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(jj^Jg^ll p& ^^IjTjIj f^j i>° l£^ cs^" ^^J' 

31:5 Such are on guidance from their Lord, and 
such are the successrul. 



Allah says: 



Alif Lam Mim. 



PM 



At the beginning of Surah Al-Baqarah we discussed the 
letters such as that appear at the beginning of this 
Surah. 

(X ) ^jSkj'! ^m\\ CjGi 't*ffi 

These are Ayat of the Wise Book. 

(\"\ ^jjjj ,°-v .'1 A^s^jj <_£JA 
(t) (jjjijj aA 'ij^.Ulj aAj alS^ll (JjJjJj aULall jjjkipj (JJJjI 

A guide and a mercy for the Muhsinin. Those who 
perform the Salah and give Zakah and they have faith 
in the Herearter with certainty. 

Allah has made the Qur'an guidance and healing and a 
mercy for the Muhsinin, who are those who do good 
deeds in accordance with the Shariah. They establish 
the obligatory prayers in the proper manner and at the 
correct times, and follow that with regular, optional and 
supererogatory prayers; they pay the Zakah to those 
who deserve it; they uphold the ties of kinship with their 
relatives; they have certain faith that there will be 
rewards and punishments in the Herearter, and they 
seek the reward with Allah; they do not show off or seek 
a reward or thanks from other people. Whoever does this 
is one of those of whom Allah says: 



°?&J t> <£& LS^ ^J 



Such are on guidance from their Lord, 



meaning, they follow His guidance with clear 
understanding. 

(o) 'jjkiaijl ^Jb t^jlj! j ... 

and such are the successful. 

in this world and in the Herearter. 



<jJ£-o l_jI^c Igj ^IjJji I j JA lA J^JJj pc. jjij Aill 

31:6 And of mankind is he who purchases idle talk 
(Lahw Al-Hadith) to mislead from the path of Allah 
without knowledge, and takes it by way of mockery. 
For such there will be a humiliating torment. 



pjJI ^Jl^aJ bjZx& I j$j AjjjI ^J) <jl^ 

31:7 And when Our Ayat are recited to such a one, 
he turns away in pride, as if he heard them not — as 
if there were deafness in his ear. So announce to 
him a painful torment. 



The Doomed are preoccupied with Idle Talk and They turn 
away from the Ayat of Allah 



Allah says: 

Jc. ^jjij 4jj| (JJJjoi ^jC. Qj <aJj cLujkjl j^J i^Jlui^ ^ya jJjjIjJI qa j 

And of mankind is he who purchases idle talk (Lahw Al- 
Hadith) to mislead from the path of Allah without 
knowledge, 

When Allah mentions the blessed -- who are those who 
are guided by the Book of Allah and benefit from hearing 
it, as He says: 
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Jjl^. Aaa \» uiq"i /gJu-a ' *,' l *""' ' .' '5 i''M (Jj-^^I <-T>J ^JJI 

Allah has sent down the Best Statement, a Book, 
its parts resembling each other (and) oft- 
repeated. The skins of those who fear their Lord 
shiver from it. Then their skin and their heart 
soften to the remembrance of Allah. (39:23) 

He connect that with mention of the doomed, those who 
turn away from the Qur'an and do not benefit from 
hearing the Words of Allah. Instead, they turn to 
listening to flutes and singing accompanied by musical 
instruments. As Ibn Mas"ud commented about the 
Ayah: 

Aill iJJJjai JC- lj; iajj t-JJjJail jgj ^jpjjij (j-a (JjjIjJI jj« j 

And of mankind is he who purchases Lahu Al- 
Hadith to mislead (men) from the path of Allah, 

he said, "This -- by Allah -- refers to singing." 

Jt ^jjij Ajl\ JjJjjj (jC (Jj. <aJj C-JJjaj| j^J (^jpjjij (jj<s (JjjIjJI jja j 

And of mankind is he who purchases Lahw Al-Hadith to 
mislead (men) from the path of Allah without knowledge, 

Qatadah said: 

"By Allah, he may not spend money on it, but his 
purchasing it means he likes it, and the more 
misguided he is, the more he likes it and the 
more he prerers falsehood to the truth and 
harmrul things over beneficial things." 

It was said that what is meant by the words J£ lsj^; 
^yJ^I (purchases idle talks) is buying singing servant 
girls. 

Ibn Jarir said that it means all speech that hinders 
people from seeing the signs of Allah and following His 
path. 



His saying: <& J^ & J*<4J (to mislead (men) from the 
path of Allah) means, 

he does this to oppose Islam and its followers. 

IjjA lAJa nj ... 

and takes it by way of mockery. 

Mujahid said, 

"This means mocking the path of Allah and 
making fun of it." 

C\\ (jJ^a 4-ll JC- "a^l c*JjljT 

For such there will be a humiliating torment. 

Just as they showed no respect to the signs and 
path of Allah, so they will be shown no respect on 
the Day of Resurrection, and they will be 
subjected to a painful, ongoing torment. 

Then Allah says: 

,.,ljij AjjjT ,_i jtS Igjtlaluj °J jtS l jjK?, „/> Jj UjUI 4l]c. Jjj |j| j 

And when Our Ayat are recited to such a one, he turns 
away in pride, as if he heard them not -- as if there were 
deafness in his ear. 

means, when these Qur'anic verses are recited to 
one who is fond of idleness and play, he turns 
away from them and does not want to hear them. 
He turns a deaf ear to them as if he can hear 
nothing, because it annoys him to hear them 
since he gains no benefit from them and has no 
interest in them. 

(V) ajJl ljI j*j s°j2jja ... 
So announce to him a painful torment. 

i.e., on the Day of Resurrection, which will hurt him 
just as much as listening to the Book of Allah and its 
verses hurt him. 
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\\ ] jlftC.j 1 jiole. (JJ^-II <jl 



31:8 Verily, those who believe and do righteous 
good deeds, for them are Gardens of Delight. 



Wot4^ 



31:9 To abide therein. 



jjjjJI j&j ta^. Aill "^c-j 



It is a promise of Allah in truth. And He is the All- 
Mighty, the All-Wise. 



The Good Destiny of the Believers 



Allah says: 

CllLajL all IjlaCj Ijial (jjjjl (jj 

Verily, those who believe and do righteous good deeds, 
for them are Gardens of Delight. 

Here Allah mentions the destiny of the righteous 
in the Hereafter, those who believe in Allah and 
His Messenger and do righteous deeds in 
accordance with the Laws of Allah. 

... ^'ui4^ 

for them are Gardens of Delight. To abide therein. 

means, there they will enjoy all kinds of delights 
and pleasures, food, drink, clothing, dwelling- 
places, means of transportation, women, a light 
of beauty and delightful sounds, which have 
never crossed the mind of any human being. They 
will stay there forever, never leaving and never 
desiring change. 



llk aIII Jc. j 



It is a promise of Allah in truth. 
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meaning, this will undoubtedly come to pass, for 
it is a promise from Allah, and Allah never breaks 
His promise, because He is the Most Generous 
Bestower Who does what He wills and is able to 
do all things. 



JiJ* 31 J*J 



And He is the All-Mighty, 



Who has subjugated all things and to Whom all 
things submit, 



0) f^j 



the All-Wise. 



in what He says and what He does, Who has 
made this Qur'an a guidance to the believers. 

a^jl^ls. ^gi (jjlojj 2 (jjAll j s-lljij (_$'jA I jlalf. (jjjjl jA Js 

J^C j^ jA j jSj 

Say: "It is for those who believe, a guide and a 
healing. And as for those who disbelieve, there is 
heaviness (deafness) in their ears, and it is 
blindness for them. (41:44) 

.jjjj Yj jJJbaj-aJJ 4-aj^.jj f.lLi jA La jl?.jall (ja UJ^J 

I jUA VJ 'j .-' ^l 

And We send down of the Qur'an that which is a 
healing and a mercy to those who believe, and it 
increases the wrongdoers nothing but loss. 
(17:82) 



ajIIj JJS j-o l^ji tiijj j»L jjaj jf (^jJ jj 

31:10 He has created the heavens without any 
pillars that you see, and has set on the earth firm 
mountains lest it should shake with you. And He has 
scattered therein moving creatures of all kinds. 



And We send down water from the sky, and We 
cause (plants) of every goodly kind to grow therein 
in pairs, 

31:11 This is the creation of Allah. 

(jl ijjA^ L& <JJ^ C> OJ$ cj^ ^ LS^JJ^ 

So, show Me that which those besides Him have 
created. 

Nay, the wrongdoers are in plain error. 



Proofs of Tawhid 



Thus Allah explains His mighty power in creating the heavens 
and the earth, and everything that is within them and between 
them. 



He says: 



l^jjjp XaC J^iij CllljLttlaJl (JjLi. 



He has created the heavens without any pillars that you 
see, 

Al-Hasan and Qatadah said, 

"It does not have any pillars, visible or invisible." 

... i^jj o^j^ lJ iA ••• 

and has set on the earth firm mountains, 

means, the mountains which stabilize and lend 
weight to the earth, lest it should shake with its 
water. 
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Allah says: 

... °f^J *i£ ji ... 
lest it should shake with you. 

AjIj (JS (jmo Ig-ja tluj ... 

And He has scattered therein moving creatures of all 
kinds, 

means, He has placed throughout it all kinds of 
animals, the total number of whose kinds and 
colors is known to no one except the One Who 
created them. 

When Allah tells us that He is the Creator, He also 
reminds us that He is the Provider, as He says: 

(\ > ) j^^jS ?T J j U^ L>* W^ IJJJJli S-l-« »Lajgill QA ul jjl j ... 

And We send down water from the sky, and We cause 
(plants) of every goodly kind to grow therein in pairs, 

meaning, every kind of good produce in pairs, 
i.e., they are beautiful to look at. 

Ash-Sha" bi said: 

"People are also produce of the earth, so whoever 
enters Paradise is goodly and whoever enters Hell 
is vile." 

... aIII IjpL Ija 

This is the creation of Allah. 

means, all that Allah has mentioned here of the 
creation of the heavens and earth and everything 
in between stems from His power of creation and 
control alone, and He has no partner or associate 
in that, 

Allah says: 

4-JjJ (jja (jJpll (Jji^- \^Ca (jjjli ... 

So, show Me that which those besides Him have created. 
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those idols and rivals whom you worship and call 
upon. 

Nay, the wrongdoers, 

means the idolators who associate others in 
worship with Allah. 

...^J 
in error, 

means, they are ignorant and blind. 



(")P2«... 



plain, 



means, it is clear and obvious, and not at al 
hidden. 



a!1 j£l£l <jt S'JU11 ^jCaSS Wi* °S£j 

31:12 And indeed We bestowed upon Luqman Al- 
Hikmah saying: "Give thanks to Allah." 

^JC. 4Jj| jli jaK j-o j ^,'" * 1 ,' J-^% Lajli jXuJJ j-oj 

And whoever gives thanks, he gives thanks for (the 
good of) himself. And whoever is unthankful, then 
verily, Allah is All-Rich, Worthy of all praise. 



Luaman 



The Salaf differed over the identity of Luqman; there are two 
opinions: 

was he a Prophet or just a righteous servant of Allah 
without the Prophethood. 
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The majority favored the latter view, that he was a righteous 
servant of Allah without being a Prophet. 

Sufyan Ath-Thawri said, narrating from Al-Ashfath, from 
Ikrimah, from Ibn Abbas, 

"Luqman was an Ethiopian slave who was a carpenter. 

Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr said, 

"I said to Jabir bin Abdullah: "What did you hear about 
Luqman?' 

He said: ' He was short with a flat nose, and came from 
Nubia.'" 

Yahya bin Sa"id Al-Ansari narrated from Sa"id bin Al-Musayyib 
that 

"Luqman was from the black peoples of (southern) 
Egypt, and had thick lips. Allah gave him wisdom but 
withheld Prophethood from him." 

Al-Awza" i said, 

"Abdur-Rahman bin Harmalah told me; "A black man 
came to Sa"id bin Al-Musayyib to ask him a question, 
and Sa"id bin Al-Musayyib said to him: 

"Do not be upset because you are black, for among 
the best of people were three who were black: Bilal, 
Mahja" the freed slave of Umar bin Al-Khattab, and 
Luqman the Wise, who was a black Nubian with thick 
lips." 

Ibn Jarir recorded that Khalid Ar-Raba" i said: 

"Luqman was an Ethiopian slave who was a carpenter. 
His master said to him, ' Slaughter this sheep for us,' so 
he slaughtered it. 

(His master) said: ' Bring the best two pieces from it,' so 
he brought out the tongue and the heart. 

Then time passed, as much as Allah willed, and (his 
master) said: "Slaughter this sheep for us,' so he 
slaughtered it. 
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(His master) said, ' Bring the worst two morsels from it,' 
so he brought out the tongue and the heart. 

His master said to him, "I told you to bring out the best 
two pieces, and you brought these, then I told you to 
bring out the worst two pieces, and you brought these!' 

Luqman said, 

"There is nothing better than these if they are 
good, and there is nothing worse than these if 
they are bad.'" 

Shu" bah narrated from Al-Hakam, from Mujahid, 

"Luqman was a righteous servant, but he was not a 
Prophet." 

AllahTs saying: 

% aSaJl (jUaSj LjjjI jajj 

And indeed We bestowed upon Luqman Al-Hikmah, 
means, understanding, knowledge and eloquence. 

... a!1 jSISI J ... 
saying: "Give thanks to Allah." 

means, 'We commanded him to give thanks to 
Allah for the blessings and favors that Allah had 
given to him alone among his people and 
contemporaries.' 

Then Allah says: 

Ajjiajj jSjub uuli jSjub j/aj ... 

And whoever gives thanks, he gives thanks for (the good 
of) himself. 

meaning, the benefit of that will come back to 
him, and AllahTs reward is for those who give 
thanks, as He says: 

(j e ^* JaJ a&J uijjLa !■>] ' a (J-aC (_>^J 

and whosoever does righteous good deeds, then 
such will prepare a good place for themselves. 
(30:44) 
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(\ Y ) AjAa. /gJa aIII (jll jS j^a j 



And whoever is unthankful, then verily, Allah is Rich, 
Worthy of all praise. 

He has no need of His servants and He will not be 
harmed by that, even if all the people of the earth 
were to disbelieve, for He has no need of 
anything or anyone besides Himself. 

There is no God but He, and we worship none but 
Him. 



aIIIj t^J-J V J^-JJJ <-ju jA j 4jjV JjUSS Jll j)j 

31:13 And when Luqman said to his son when he 
was advising him: "O my son! Join not in worship 
others with Allah. 



IjJaC l_al _i jl_l £jl 



Verily, joining others in worship with Allah is a 
great Zulm (wrong) indeed." 

4j'jjjj J^J^I lJ^-a jj 

31:14 And We have enjoined on man (to be dutirul 
and good) to his parents. 

^jj-o— • ^ji 4J__aj ^jA j ^jJc uA j 4„1 4jI__ 

His mother bore him in weakness and hardship 
upon weakness and hardship, and his weaning is in 
two years ~ 

j£-»-N "Jl '&4Jj <J j-~ J 

give thanks to Me and to your parents. Unto Me is 
the final destination. 
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!/li llc. <j dB ^jjojI U» ^j dlj^j jl ^jjc. ^llYg ■> jl j 

31:15 But if they strive with you to make you join in 
worship with Me others that of which you have no 
knowledge, then obey them not; 

yi lo °^> jjj^ yi j Uj'jk* UjjIi ^ UgVs > .o j 

but behave with them in the world kindly, and 
follow the path of him who turns to Me in 
repentance and in obedience. 

(jjlaaj jaJJ^ LoJ .-\Mnla />S»;> J» ^jJ] aJ 

Then to Me will be your return, and I shall tell you 
what you used to do. 



Luqman's Advice to His Son 



Allah says: 



a311j liljl^J U ^jj lj '-&UU jA j 4jjU [jUaSl 'JU jI j 



And when Luqman said to his son when he was advising 
him: "0 my son! Join not in worship others with Allah. 

Allah tells us how Luqman advised his son. His full name 
was Luqman bin "Anqa' bin Sadun, and his son's name 
was Tharan, according to a saying quoted by As-Suhayli. 

Allah describes him in the best terms, and states that he 
granted him wisdom. Luqman advised his son, the 
closest and most beloved of all people to him, who 
deserved to be given the best of his knowledge. So, 
Luqman started by advising him to worship Allah Alone, 
and not to associate anything with Him. 

Then he warned him: 
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Verily, joining others in worship with Allah is a great 
Zulm (wrong) indeed. 

meaning, it is the greatest wrong. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Abdullah said: 

"When the Ayah p^ pjp-s! ^J*^i (4j lj^>t '&$ (It is 
those who believe and confuse not their belief 
with Zulm) (6:82) was revealed, the Companions 
of the Messenger of Allah were distressed by this, 
and said, 

* Who among us does not confuse his belief with 
Zulm!' 

The Messenger of Allah said: 

That is not what it means. Have you not heard 
what Luqman said: '{&& &j&\ 0) ^W °4>"" ^ "tjk ^ 
^P^ (0 my son! Join not in worship others with 
Allah. Verily, joining others in worship with Allah 
is a great Zulm (wrong) indeed)" 

It was recorded by Muslim. 

When Luqman advised his son to worship Allah 
Alone, he also told him to honor his parents. This 
is like the Ayah, 

tilaaj ^jjjTjjIjj 4_jI H\ IjJJaJ Vt t^JJ «J* alj 

And your Lord has decreed that you worship none 
but Him. And that you be dutiful to your parents. 
(17:23) 

These two things are often mentioned together in 
the Qur'an. 

Allah says here: 
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<jAj /Jc- uAj ^m * JLaa 4jj]I jj (jLuiJUl I "';■ a j j 

And We have enjoined on man (to be dutiful and good) 
to his parents. His mother bore him in weakness and 
hardship upon weakness and hardship, 

Mujahid said: "The hardship of bearing the child." 

Qatadah said: "Exhaustion upon exhaustion." 

Ata' Al-Khurasani said: "Weakness upon weakness." 

^JJ-alc- ^gi *> » ■ a3j 

and his weaning is in two years, 

means, after he is born, he is breastred and 
weaned within two years. 

This is like the Ayah, 

aJJ jjl jljl (j««J ^JjLslS jjjlj^. (jAAJjl (JKjJajJ CjJJjllj 

<C.Ujajll 

The mothers shall give suck to their children for 
two whole years, for those who desire to 
complete the term of suckling. (2:233) 

On this basis, Ibn Abbas and other Imams 
understood that the shortest possible period of 
pregnancy was six months, because Allah says 
elsewhere: 

I J^-ki (jjjju AJ_k^a3j * laa j 

and the bearing of him, and the weaning 
of him is thirty months (46:15). 

Allah mentions how the mother brings the child up, and 
how she gets tired and suffers stress from staying up 
with the child night and day, to remind the son of her 
previous kind treatment of him. 

This is like the Ayah, 
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I jjj i r\ ^Ljjj L«K LaglajJjl L_]j (J3j 

and say: "My Lord! Bestow on them Your mercy 
as they did bring me up when I was young." 
(17:24) 

Allah says here: 

(U) JJ , r,'A\ y '^ljTj J °J^\ J ... 

give thanks to Me and to your parents. Unto Me is the 
final destination. 

means, "I will reward you most generously for 
that.' 

... \'«'{*y* Ua pc. 4j 'iiH jj!J l« ^ '^ijiij jf ^ iiiijAik jij 

But if they strive with you to make you join in worship 
with Me others that of which you have no knowledge, 
then obey them not; 

means, if they try hard to make you follow them 
in their religion, then do not accept that from 
them, but do not let that stop you from behaving 
with them in the world kindly, i.e. treating them 
with respect. 

Ujja-a LujJI ^Ji \ "3°.',^' "-J ... 

but behave with them in the world kindly, 

... yi h^ L> dy^ °£p\j ... 

and follow the path of him who turns to Me in repentance 
and in obedience. 

means, the believers. 

(\ O \ j jLakj ajjS L«J -V lljla aS«J^ J a ,JI aJ . . . 

Then to Me will be your return, and I shall tell you what 
you used to do. 

At-Tabarani recorded in Al-Ishrah that Sa"d bin Malik 
said, 
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"This Ayah, J3e <* -Q 'q$ l_ ^ _;J_3 _1 ^ - rjil * C~J 
1 4*^ -* (But if they strive with you to make you 
join in worship with Me others that of which you 
have no knowledge, then obey them not;) was 
revealed concerning me. 

I was a man who honored his mother, but when I 
became Muslim, she said: 

' O Sa'd! What is this new thing I see you doing 
Leave this religion of yours, or I will not eat or 
drink until I die, and people will say: Shame on 
you, for what you have done to me, and they will 
say that you have killed your mother.' 

I said, ' Do not do that, mother, for I will not 
give up this religion of mine for anything.' 

She stayed without eating for one day and one 
night, and she became exhausted; then she 
stayed for another day and night without eating, 
and she became utterly exhausted. 

When I saw that, I said: '0 my mother, by Allah, 
even if you had one hundred souls and they were 
to depart one by one, I would not give up this 
religion of mine for anything, so if you want to, 
eat, and if you want to, do not eat.' 

So she ate." 



4J_I l^j CllU ^pajVI _-i jl ^j_<___l __a °jl Sj____s 

31:16 "O my son! 

If it be (anything) equal to the weight of a grain of 
mustard seed, and though it be in a rock, or in the 
heavens or on the earth, Allah will bring it forth. 



>_yi*^^^ 



t___j__ aIii :• 



Verily, Allah is Subtle, Well-Aware.' 
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jvull ijc AjI j c_fljjkASU j-oi j 6jT>^>\! a|l ^j-ijj 

L*Lli-al La ^jJC. jjLal j 

31:17 "O my son! 

Perform the Salah, enjoin the good, and forbid the 
evil, and bear with patience whatever befalls you. 

JJ-»VI ^JC- 1> t^y^ jj 

Verily, these are some of the important 

commandments." 

L^.jx lP^J^I ^ J^-«J V J JJJU^ <i&a. j» i, ,0 1 V J 

31:18 "And turn not your face away from men with 
pride, nor walk in insolence through the earth. 

jj^k J^y* JjS f jVi V a31! jl 

Verily, Allah likes not any arrogant boaster." 



31:19 "And be moderate in your walking, and lower 
your voice. 

jXA2>l\ dlji-al Cl)jLaVI jSil ^jl 

Verily, the harshest of all voices is the braying of 
the asses." 



This is useful advice which Allah tells us Luqman gave, so that 
people may follow it and take it as a good example. 



He said: 



(_P )i. qa <Aa. (JULus lilj (jl l^_ll (_1J U 



my son! 

If it be (anything) equal to the weight of a grain of 
mustard seed, 
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means, if a wrong action or a sin be equal to the 
size of a grain of mustard seed. 

... (j^LP ^i °J pljCaUl ^i jl S Jk^i ^i jSa ... 

and though it be in a rock, or in the heavens or on the 
earth, Allah will bring it forth. 

... <Ul Igj tiit ... 

Allah will bring it forth. 

means, He will bring it forth on the Day of 
Resurrection, when it is placed in the Scales of 
justice and everyone is rewarded or punished for 
his actions -- if they are good, he will be 
rewarded and if they are bad he will be punished. 

This is like the Ayat: 

1 V u'.' (_>Aj -TUi J^i A * <a» a jj Jaj ■■»>! ^jj j j«jl « ■ <ajj 

And We shall set up Balances of justice on the 
Day of Resurrection, then none will be dealt with 
unjustly in anything. (21:47) 

a jj 1 jjui a jJ ulii« U -0 -*^ (j^J 

So, whosoever does good equal to the weight of a 
speck of dust shall see it. And whosoever does 
evil equal to the weight of a speck of dust shall 
see it. (99:7-8) 

Even if this tiny thing were to be hidden inside a 
solid rock or anywhere in the heavens and the 
earth, Allah will bring it forth, because nothing is 
hidden from Him, not even the weight of a speck 
of dust in the heavens or on the earth. 

Allah says: 
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Verily, Allah is Subtle, Well-Aware. 

meaning, His knowledge is subtle, for nothing is 
hidden from Him, no matter how small, subtle 
and minute. 

jj£ (Well-Aware), even of the footsteps of an ant 
in the darkest night. 

Then he (Luqman) said: 

___ i\t ~\\ -|| ^_jj Lj 

my son! Perform the Salah, 

meaning, offer the prayer properly at the 
appointed times. 

J^~ '' * 'I (jC 4_ilj t_ijj*Ulj J-alj ... 

enjoin the good, and forbid the evil, 

meaning, to the best of your ability and strength. 

,A\\', ^\ L« Jc °jjl_alj ___ 

and bear with patience whatever befalls you. 

Luqman knew that whoever enjoins what is good 
and forbids what is evil, will inevitably encounter 
harm and annoyance from people, so he told him 
to be patient. 

( W) jjJl\ AJC °(JA '<£& *q\ ... 

Verily, these are some of the important commandments. 

means, being patient when people cause harm or 
annoyance is one of the most important 
commandments. 

jjjLuJ tdik j» ■ -«' Uj 

And turn not your face away from men with pride, 
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means, ' do not turn your face away from people 
when you speak to them or they speak to you, 
looking down on them in an arrogant fashion. 
Rather be gentle towards them and greet them 
with a cheerful face,' as it says in the Hadith: 

lilulj iJajjula 4j]l |J '^V JJ tdli.1 /c^Jj jjl jlj 
l^j^j U <L^-a3lj i^lli-all qa l^jli J)\ jUI (JUboilj 

M 

... even if it is only by greeting your 
brother with a cheerful countenance. And 
beware of letting your lower garment trail 
below your ankles, for this is a kind of 
boasting, and Allah does not like boasting. 

L^. j-a j_pa jUl (_9 j_p-aJ u j 

nor walk in insolence through the earth. 

means, "do not be boastful, arrogant, proud and 
stubborn. Do not do that, for Allah will hate you.' 

So he said: 

(U) jjli Jl2k^ S JS L^ U 4311 a jl 

Verily, Allah likes not any arrogant boaster. 

meaning, one who shows off and admires himself, 
feeling that he is better than others. 

And Allah says: 

Cr^ lAj u^j*' lSJ*- 5 lA ™! ^J* t>»jj! ls^ o^ ^j 

And walk not on the earth with conceit and 
arrogance. Verily, you can neither rend nor 
penetrate the earth nor can you attain a stature 
like the mountains in height. (17:37) 

We have already discussed this is detail in the 
appropriate place. 
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The Command to be Moderate in Walking 



And Luqman said to his son: 



And be moderate in your walking, 



iiLuui n (_i tlj afllj 



means, walk in a moderate manner, neither slow 
and lazy nor excessively fast, but be moderate, 
somewhere in between these two extremes. 



'&°v 



y^ c& l> 



ajj -»«"- 



J ... 



and lower your voice. 



means, do not exaggerate in your speaking and 
do not raise your voice unnecessarily. 



Allah says: 



h*\\ jj^k3l iiijU LJljl^tll j^jI jl 



Verily, the harshest of all voices is the braying of the 
asses. 

Mujahid and others said, 

"The most ugly of voices is the voice of the 
donkey, i.e., when a person raises his voice, the 
resulting noise is like the voice of a donkey in its 
loudness. Moreover this is hateful to Allah. 
Likening a loud voice to that of a donkey implies 
that it is forbidden and extremely blameworthy, 
because the Messenger of Allah said: 

AjljS ^gi J JXJ 

It is not befitting us to be an evil parable. 
The person who takes back his gift, he is 
like a dog that vomits and then goes back 
to his vomit. 



The Advice of Luaman 



This is very useful advice, which the Qur'an tells us about 
Luqman. Many other proverbs and words of advice were also 
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narrated from him, some examples of which we will quote 
below, as basic principles: 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn Umar said, 

"The Messenger of Allah said: 

4-laia. IjJuui pJjjU I jl 'M q\ | (Jjlj U^ i*..'5^^ (J-*^ ul 

Luqman the Wise used to say: when something is 
entrusted to the care of Allah, He protects it. 

It was narrated that As-Sari bin Yahya said: 

"Luqman said to his son: ' Wisdom puts the poor in the 
company of kings.'" 

It was also narrated that Awn bin Abdullah said: 

"Luqman said to his son: "0 my son! When you come to 
a gathering of people, greet them with Salam, then sit 
at the edge of the group, and do not speak until you see 
that they have finished speaking. Then if they remember 
Allah, join them, but if they speak of anything else, then 
leave them and go to another group'." 



^ Loj ciij_l<uji]l ^i Lo °JSA Js>u^i 4331 £jl Tjjj 131 

AjJaUj 6 J^— ia 4-«xJ °->>jlc J-Jjuil j 4>ajVl 

31:20 See you not that Allah has subjected for you 
whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is on 
the earth, and has completed and perfected His 
graces upon you, apparent and hidden! 

V j (j'& V j jJp jj*j aIII J± U^i i> o^ i>j 

jjj-o <■ # \ n 

Yet of mankind is he who disputes about Allah 
without knowledge or guidance or a Book giving 
light! 
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Utikj U kjjj °Jj 1 jlll aIII 'J'jj| U 1 jkJjl ^l 'Jj| I j)'j 



.» .» ' J> 



^jjjlUI 



31:21 And when it is said to them: "Follow that 
which Allah has sent down," they say: "Nay, we 
shall follow that which we found our fathers 
(following)." Even if Shaytan invites them to the 
torment of the Fire! 



Reminder of Blessings Here 



Allah says: 

A-luil J jjiajUl igk Laj lIiI jLaliUl <Jk La aS] ji_ui <lll jl Ijjp Jl 
Uj alt ^Jjij <lll i^k (JpLsJ j-a jjjLlll j-aj AjJaUj S jAua <Cajr_J - \'' f "- 

( Y > ) VjJ-a <■- '^'5 U* j l5 JA 

See you not that Allah has subjected for you whatsoever 
is in the heavens and whatsoever is on the earth, and 
has completed and perfected His graces upon you, 
apparent and hidden! 

Allah reminds His creation of the blessings He bestows 
upon them in this world and the Herearter. In the 
heavens He has subjugated for them the stars which 
give them light during the night and during the day, and 
He has created clouds, rain, snow and hail, and made 
the heavens a canopy which covers and protects them. 
On earth He has created for them stability and rivers, 
trees, crops and fruits; He has completed and perfected 
His graces upon them, apparent and hidden, by sending 
Messengers, revealing Books and removing doubts and 
excuses. Yet despite all this, not all the people believe, 
and indeed there are those who dispute concerning 
Allah, that is, His Tawhid, and His sending the 
Messengers. Their dispute is without knowledge and they 
have no sound evidence or valid inherited Book. 
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Allah says: 

<— Lj£ Vj (_£JA Vj pp- <>J*J 4i]l ^gi (J J a j (j* ^jjuull (j-«J 

And among men is he who disputes about Allah, 
without knowledge or guidance, or a Book giving 
light (from Allah). (22:8) 

meaning clear and unambiguous. 

Allah says: 

... ^Uĕtyj 

And when it is said to them, 

means, to these people who dispute about the 
Oneness of Allah. 

... aii 'jjjt u. iji^i ... 

"Follow that which Allah has sent down," 

means, the pure Divine Laws that He has sent 
down to His Messengers, 

UpUl AjIc- LY.ikj L« AUJJ °Jj IjSUS ... 

they say: "Nay, we shall follow that which we found our 
fathers (following)." 

means, they have no other proof except the fact 
that they are following their forefathers. 

Allah says: 

(jjjj^j V J IjJj^ (jjj£*j V °aA jO* (jlS °jjjl 

Even though their fathers did not understand 
anything nor were they guided. (2: 170) 

meaning, ' what do you think, you who take the 
forefathers' deeds as proof, that they were 
misguided and you are following in their 
footsteps!' 
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Allah says: 

Even if Shaytan invites them to the torment of the Fire! 



" . >' o £0 t *•-* iH o fi ■* } ' 3tit -t t ,9 -- o -- o *o .» -" -" 

>-*Un<aUn) Ja3 jj}^ * J& j 4JjI ^] 4-gJi.j r> j > m J j-aj 

JJ*VI ^jLc 4JjI ^l j (^jjI jSjjjJU 

31:22 And whosoever submits his face (himself) to 
Allah, while he is a Muhsin, then he has grasped the 
most trustworthy handhold. And to Allah return all 
matters for decision. 

> o ? ? o ' « -;o -t. % l o.£* ',».-».0 " VI"* " "*"f " " 

* ?4*^J* ^h) 6 J^ ^J^ -^ J^ t>j 
Ijloc 

31:23 And whoever disbelieves, let not his disbelief 
grieve you. To Us is their return, and We shall 
inform them what they have done. 

jjjLajl C. il Jj joIc. Aill jl 

Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of what is in the 
breasts. 

JaJiC L_)l Jc ^gJI aJtt jiaj-aJ aJ 3uia ,^itl<il 

31:24 We let them enjoy for a little while, then in 
the end We shall oblige them to (enter) a great 
torment. 



Allah says: 

... ^ lA ^$Vj °4"4 L>J 

And whosoever submits his face (himselr) to Allah, 
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Allah tells us that whoever submits his face to 
Allah, i.e., does deeds sincerely for His sake, 
submits to His commandments and follows His 
Laws, 

1«. ? ' fi ' 

j } w\ ti jAj 

while he is a Muhsin, 

i.e., doing what his Lord has commanded and 
abstaining from what He has forbidden, 

<^2jj3l sjjJIj i^ i IaL nl paa ... 
then he has grasped the most trustworthy handhold. 

means, he has received a firm promise from Allah 
that He will not punish him. 

(YY) j_£til fc5lc jdll ^Jj... 
And to Allah return all matters for decision. 

aj^E tiljjaj Ua J& j-aj 

And whoever disbelieves, let not his disbelief grieve you. 

means, ' do not grieve over them, Muhammad, 
because they disbelieve in Allah and in the 
Message you have brought, for their return will be 
to Allah and He will tell them what they used to 
do,' i.e., He will punish them for it. 

To Us is their return, and We shall inform them 
what they have done. 

(Y*f) jjii-all CjIAj ^k aIII jl ... 

Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of what is in the breasts. 
and nothing whatsoever is hidden from Him. 

Then Allah says: 

... HJ 
28 



' * * S' i 



We let them enjoy for a little while, 
means, in this world, 

then in the end We shall oblige them, 
means, ' We shall cause them,' 



- a j a ' — — aj 



(Y&) hjr. iJ-c. _JI 



to (enter) a great torment. 



means, a torment that is terrifying and difficult to 
bear. 

This is like the Ayah, 

'jjkiaj *_ L_iJS3l 4_ll _Jc. ojj&i _yj3l _jl (J- 

U_J _u___ll __ll_x_l -»^qj-J "Ls '^*^'j" Uull aj U___l __9 ;>___a 

"Verily, those who invent a lie against Allah, will 
never be successful." 

Enjoyment in this world! and then unto Us will be 
their return, then We shall make them taste the 
severest torment because they used to disbelieve. 
(10:69-70) 



4__l _j_J_U_ J_JJi '\j CLlj-jeLA\ (jjl-- (j-G ^J-ljul (JJ-J 

31:25 And if you ask them: "Who has created the 
heavens and the earth," they will certainly say: 
"Allah." 

'jj^olkj V J_A j___f °Jj A_J __-___) J_ 

Say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah!" But 
most of them know not. 
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_pajVI J ellj-lo-udll ^i Co A_Q 



31:26 To Allah belongs whatsoever is in the 
heavens and the earth. 



W-sll ^JJt_l jA aIII jl 



Verily, Allah, He is Al-Ghani, Worthy of all praise. 



The Idolators admitted that Allah is the Creatoi 



Allah tells us that these idolators who associated others with 
Him admitted that Allah Alone, with no partner or associate, is 
the Creator of heaven and earth yet they still worshipped others 
besides Him who they recognized were created by Him and 
subjugated to Him. 

Allah says: 

AJd LttaJI Ja <lll (jljSJ (__^ajUlj LllljLajoiil (Jjii. (j-a ~g "' ' " (JJJJ 

And if you ask them: "Who has created the heavens and 
the earth," they will certainly say: "Allah." 

Say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah!" 

By their admitting that, proof is established 
against them, 



But most of them know not. 
Then Allah says: 



(Y o) 'jjUju U °_A j-!_f °Jj 



j_pa°jUlj clsl jLaUl ^ Ua 4_Q 



To Allah belongs whatsoever is in the heavens and the 
earth. 

meaning, He created it and has dominion over it. 
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Verily, Allah, He is Al-Ghani, Worthy of all praise. 

means, He has no need of anyone or anything 
besides Himself, and everything else is in need of 
Him. 

He is Worthy of praise for all that He has created, 
so praise be to Him in the heavens and on earth 
for all that He has created and decreed, and He is 
worthy of praise in all affairs. 



%$%*}■ o ''**'' ** 4*1 «*f .." 

4]) i*rjc<;<s. 



AjlIui ajxj 



31:27 And if all the trees on the earth were pens 
and the sea, with seven seas behind it to add to it, 
yet the Words of Allah would not be exhausted. 



Verily, Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise. 

31:28 The creation of you all and the resurrection of 
you all are only as a single person. 



Verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer. 



The Words of Allah cannot be counted or exhausted 



Allah tells us of His might, pride, majesty, beautiful Names and 
sublime attributes, and His perfect Words which no one can 
encompass. No human being knows their essence or nature, or 
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how many they are. As the Leader of Mankind and Seal of the 
Messengers said: 

liLoi&J ^Jc. '"<y*l UaS CjjI iiLic. tlij . ok.1 U 

I cannot praise You enough; You are as You have praised 
yourselr. 

Allah says: 

V=»jl 4jtiui a.lxJ (ja a-laj j=»jii j aUSI a j^-ui (j-a (j^ajul ^_3 Lajl jij 

... 4jjI CjUaK lllaSj Ua 

And if all the trees on the earth were pens and the sea, 
with seven seas behind it to add to its, yet the Words of 
Allah would not be exhausted. 

meaning, even if all the trees on earth were made 
into pens and the sea was made into ink, and 
topped up with seven more like it, and they were 
used to write the Words of Allah showing His 
might, attributes and majesty, the pens would 
break and the ink would run dry, even if more 
were brought. 

The number seven is used to indicate a large 
amount, it is not to be taken literally or to be 
understood as referring to the seven oceans of 
the world, as was suggested by those who took 
this idea from Israelite stories, which we neither 
believe nor reject. 

As Allah says elsewhere: 

jljj jl <JjS jkj3l aaijj ^Jj C-jUaS!i tjl'.la jkjll 'jlS °jl Ja 

t jAa <L-aj Liia. jjj (s-Jj ' " l , 

Say: "If the sea were ink for the Words of my 
Lord, surely, the sea would be exhausted before 
the Words of my Lord would be finished, even if 
We brought like it for its aid." (18:109) 

The words ^^ (like it) do not mean merely 
another one, but another like it and another and 
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another and another, etc, because there is no 
limit to the signs and Words of Allah. 

Verily, Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise. 

means, He is All-Mighty and has subjugated all 
things to His will, so nothing can prevent what He 
wills, and none can oppose or put back His 
decision. He is All-Wise in His creation, 
commands, Words, actions, Laws and all His 
affairs. 

o.li.lj /j ttSoS Uj aS '» j Uj -va\-v La 

The creation of you all and the resurrection of you all are 
only as a single person. 

means, His creation and resurrection of all of 
mankind on the Day of Resurrection is, in relation 
to His power, like the creation and resurrection of 
a single soul; all of this is easy for Him. 

jj-^jS (jL Al (JjiJ (jl Uuli jI jl I jI e jl«l L«jI 

Verily, His command, when He intends a thing, is 
only that He says to it, "Be!" - and it is! (36:82) 

u -».'"_' p *'** OJ_> j xj Lsj-al Laj 

And Our commandment is but one as the 
twinkling of an eye. (54:50) 

This means He only has to command a thing 
once, and it will happen. There is no need for Him 
to repeat it or conrirm it. 



1$' ** Jj-* o -*. -* 1 ** "*1 ** 

oj_>j ij^ j ^^jA LajLa 

o jaiULj ^a i jii 

But it will be only a single Zajrah. When behold, 
they find themselves on the surface of the earth 
alive artertheirdeath. (79:13-14) 
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(Y A) Uj aJ ^-i<i.ui <UI (jl 



Verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer. 

means, just as He hears all that they say, so He 
also sees all that they do, as if He is hearing and 
seeing a single soul. His power over all of them is 
like His power over a single soul, Allah says: l"» 
SjaIj ijj3l& u) °^Ai Uj jsiiii. (jhe creation of you all 
and the resurrection of you all are only as a single 
person). 



ij j^m y^j j*& j i$ y^ ^ y 'j ^ 

S -- *2 t** f 1l -* *« *£«* -* •- *"*<*( *" ** * •» t( -* S. -* -* t° *tt 

LT*^ 1 P^' (jrt lSJ^ CP J-aail J O^*"' J^J U^' 

31:29 See you not that Allah merges the night into 
the day, and merges the day into the night, and has 
subjected the sun and the moon, each running its 
course for a term appointed; 



jJdk jjlokj CaJ aIII *jl j 



and that Allah is All-Aware of what you do. 



[}U )\\ 4jy 



*jl j JjjpJ! ja ^ b^ ^ 



31:30 That is because Allah, He is the Truth, and 
that which they invoke besides Him is falsehood; 



i»jsm *j>& j> ^ y j 



and that Allah, He is the Most High, the Most Great. 



The Might and Power of Allah Allah tells us that He 



Allah says: 



j&\ j ji^ii y^j ji^ii j -j-aii ^ 4311 y j5 ^i 
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See you not that Allah merges the night into the day, 
and merges the day into the night, 

meaning, He takes from the night and adds to the 
day, so that the day becomes longer and the 
night shorter, which is what happens in summer 
when the days are longest; then the day starts to 
become shorter and the night longer, which is 
what happens in winter. 



I— «__<■ £_J^I /JJ (JJ^J^-J (JS J__jlj Jj_4j__l J___IJ 



and has subjected the sun and the moon, each running 
its course for a term appointed; 

It was said that this means, each runs within its 
set limits, or it means until the Day of 
Resurrection; both meanings are correct. 

The first view is supported by the Hadith of Abu 
Dharr, may Allah be pleased with him, in the Two 
Sahihs, according to which the Messenger of 
Allah said: 

? (Jj____t 6._fc l_sA_j jjl (j^^j-ji jj ul u 

Abu Dharr! Do you know where this sun goes? 

1 (Abu Dharr) said: "Allah and His Messenger 
know best." 

He said: 

jl L_L_ijJ_ LgJj _pL__J aJ . jjjajl I __J ^ ■"'» L_lA_J Lg-ll3 

-JJa. l_j!i_. _l« _jJta. jl ; lg- (Jl-J 

It goes and prostrates beneath the Throne, then 
it seeks permission from its Lord, and soon it will 
be said: "Go back from whence you came." 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn Abbas said, 

"The sun is like flowing water, running in its 
course in the sky during the day. When it sets, it 
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travels in its course beneath the earth until it 
rises in the east." 

He said, 

"The same is true in the case of the moon." 

Its chain of narration is Sahih. 

( Y 1 ) JJ^ <j J""^ ^-«J 4jI' (ji j ... 
and that Allah is All-Aware of what you do. 
This is like the Ayah, 

jjijiMj f LaLill ^gi La Jkj 4ill £jl °alkj °a]| 

Know you not that Allah knows all that is in the 
heaven and the earth. (22:70) 

The meaning is that Allah is the Creator Who 
knows all things, as He says: 

L){ ■.* O^S* U!*J ^J-*-m <*-J J - il (3^ lSjA^ ^l 

It is Allah Who has created seven heavens 
and of the earth the like thereof. (65:12) 

(JJaljSI 4JjJ (jp« (jjC°JJ Ls (jl j "jaJI J* ^l <_M ^y^ 

That is because Allah, He is the Truth, and that which 
they invoke besides Him is falsehood; 

means, He shows you His Signs so that you may 
know from them that He is the Truth, i.e., He 
truly exists and is truly divine, and that all else 
besides Him is falsehood. He has no need of 
anything else, but everything else is dependent 
on Him, because everything in heaven and on 
earth is created by Him and is enslaved by Him; 
none of them could move even an atom's weight 
except with His permission. If all the people of 
heaven and earth were to come together to 
create a fly, they would not be able to do so. 
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Allah says: 



(r . ) 'jySll °JA\ jA 4311 s Jj 



and that Allah, He is the Most High, the Most Great. 

meaning, He is the Most High and there is none 
higher than Him, and He is the Most Great Who is 
greater than everything. Everything is subjugated 
and insigniricant in comparison to Him. 



ISjja) Aill l-ujuj jkjll J (j jkj t*2a3l jl jj °Jl 

31:31 See you not that the ships sail through the 
sea by AllahTs grace that He may show you of His 
signs! 

j jz jii^, *jsx c^y m j> ji 

Verily, in this are signs for every patient, grateful 
(person). 



£11*3 



£ J* 0U '' ir ' 



31:32 And when waves cover them like shades, 
they invoke Allah, making their invocations for Him 
only. 






But when He brings them safe to land, there are 
among them those that stop in between. 



And Our Ayat are not denied except by every 
Khattar Kafur. 
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Allah tells us that He is the One Who has subjugated the sea so 
that ships may sail on it by His command, i.e., by His grace and 
power. 



Allah says: 



4jjI ^akjj Jkjjl ^gi iSJr^ ' J ^l <j' J^ °r" 



See you not that the ships sail through the sea by AllahTs 
grace 

For if He did not give the water the strength to 
carry the ships, they would not sail. So he says: 

4juI ja aSj^jjl ... 

that He may show you of His signs, meaning, by His 
power. 

(n ) jjS^ jlSLa 'J£3 cjU3 I*HJ ^ u! . . . 

Verily, in this are signs for every patient, grateful. 

means, every person who bears difficulty with 
patience and who gives thanks at times of ease. 

Then Allah says: 

... jtiillS £°J* fe&. IjIj 

And when waves cover them like shades, 
meaning, like mountains or clouds, 

... 'jjjJI XI 'j„y aja^a aIII IjC-j ... 

they invoke Allah, making their invocations for Him only. 
This is like the Ayah, 

sO Vj (jjCJJ (3<a Jiia J=h3I ls^ J^-ajl , ■ " a IjI j 

And when harm touches you upon the sea, those 
that you call upon vanish from you except Him. 
(17:67) 
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And when they embark on a ship... (29:65) 
Then Allah says: 

v ajj ^ a^a3 jj3I (JJ "^aI^J Uiala ... 

But when He brings them safe to land, there are among 
them those that stop in between. 

Mujahid said, 

"This refers to the disbelievers -- as if he 
interpreted the word Muqtasid to mean denier as 
in the Ayah, 

but when He brings them safely to land, behold, 
they give a share of their worship to others. 
(29:65) 

(n) jj& jl^ *&, tti liUL Skkj U.j ... 

And Our Ayat are not denied except by every Khattar 
Kafur. 

Khattar means one who betrays or stabs in the 
back. 

This was the view of Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Qatadah 
and Malik, narrating from Zayd bin Aslam. 

This word describes a person who, whenever he 
makes a promise, breaks his promise, and it 
refers to the worst form of treachery. 

jj& (Kafur) means, 

one who denies blessings and does not 
give thanks for them, rather he forgets 
them and does not remember them. 
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ujjui aJul j ^jc j^?- jA Jjjja V j apJj (jc- 

31:33 O mankind! Have Taqwa of your Lord, and 
fear a Day when no father can avail aught for his 
son, nor a son avail aught for his father. 

J£jjij V j ujjj 1 ! Sjjk3l Jxjj*j JA ^a. Aill ic. j jl 
Jj ji3l aIIU 

Verily, the promise of Allah is true, let not then this 
present life deceive you, nor let the chief deceiver 
deceive you about Allah. 



The Command to fear Allah and remember the Day oi 
Resurrection 



Allah says: 



LajJ lj.T.-vl j aSjj Ijill (jjLlll l^Jl u 



mankind! 

Have Taqwa of your Lord, and fear a Day when, 

Here Allah warns people about the Day of 
Resurrection, and commands them to fear Him 
and remember the Day of Resurrection when 

oJJj (jc. jJIj <_£ j\aj U 

no father can avail aught for his son, 

which means, even if he wanted to offer himself 
as a sacrifice for his son, it would not be accepted 
from him. The same will apply in the case of a 
son who wants to sacririce himself for his father -- 
it will not be accepted from him. 

Lum aJJIj (JC jr^- _J* Jjlj<a Uj 

nor a son avail aught for his father. 
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ja. Aill ij j) ... 

Verily, the promise of Allah is true, 

Then Allah reminds them once again with the words: 

... gft» igk3l '^SSjiS Us ... 

let not then this present life deceive you, 

meaning, do not let your feelings of contentment 
with this life make you forget about the 
Hereafter. 

nor let the chief deceiver deceive you about Allah. 

refers to the Shaytan. This was the view of Ibn 
Abbas, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak and Qatadah. 

The Shaytan makes promises to them and 
arouses in them false desires, but there is no 
substance to them, as Allah says: 

f ' *' iM ' 1 oS Mt ° ' ' ' \' ' ° **' *' ° * * ' 
I JjjC. K] j bjjujJl aA^i Laj agALaJe jaA^*J 

He makes promises to them, and arouses in them 
false desires; and Shaytan's promises are 
nothing but deceptions. (4:120) 

Wahb bin Munabbih said: 

* Uzayr, peace be upon him, said: "When I saw 
the misrortune of my people, I felt very sad and 
distressed, and I could not sleep, so I prayed to 
my Lord and fasted, and I called upon Him 
weeping. There came to me an angel and I said 
to him: "Tell me, will the souls of the righteous 
intercede for the wrongdoers, or the fathers for 
their sons?' 

He said: "On the Day of Resurrection all matters 
will be settled, and AllahTs dominion will be made 
manifest and no exceptions will be made. No one 
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will speak on that Day except with the permission 
of the Most Mercirul. No father will answer for his 
son, or any son for his father, or any man for his 
brother, or any servant for his master. No one will 
care about anybody except himself, or feel grief 
or compassion for anyone except himself. 
Everyone will be worried only about himself. No 
one will be asked about anybody else. Each 
person will be concerned only about himself, 
weeping for himself and carrying his own burden. 
No one will carry the burden of another.'" 

This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. 



11 "■* . 4HI / 



flkjVl 



31:34 Verily, Allah, with Him is the knowledge of 
the Hour, He sends down the rain, and knows that 
which is in the wombs. 

£ f 1» 0.-^ £ \ " " f "* -* i**** 1 ** 1 ** "^ °*"- ° **• \ " ** 

<_£U QjiSJ ^jAj Laj l^c (, ^ u nS 1 ULa QjiSJ iSj^ ^J 



No person knows what he will earn tomorrow, and 
no person knows in what land he will die. 



j&p- e^ ^ u! 



Verily, Allah is All-Knower, All-Aware. 



Allah says: 



J_a.°jUl ^j Ua Jkjj C—QjJI cF)JJj ^C-LJI jJp aAJC- AJll *jl 

Verily, Allah, with Him is the knowledge of the Hour, He 
sends down the rain, and knows that which is in the 
wombs. No person knows what he will earn tomorrow, 
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The Knower of the Unseen is Allah. These are the 
keys of the Unseen, whose knowledge Allah alone 
has kept for Himself, and no one else knows them 
unless Allah tells him about them. The knowledge 
of "when the Hour will occur' is not known to any 
Prophet who was sent or any angel who is close 
to Allah. 

None can reveal its time but He. (7:187) 

Similarly, no one but Allah knows when rain will 
fall, but when He issues the commands, the 
angels who are entrusted with the task of 
bringing rain know about it, as do those among 
His creation whom He wills should know. 

No one but He knows what is in the wombs of 
what He wants to create, but when He decrees 
whether it is to be male or female, and whether it 
is to be blessed or doomed, the angels who are 
entrusted with that know about it, as do those 
among His creation whom He wills should know. 

No person knows what he will earn tomorrow, 

No one knows what he will earn tomorrow with 
regard to this world or the Herearter. 

>„ » r . . • f * f » =■-. • r. r - 

... *— IJAJ O^J C? - L^ LSJ^ ^J 

and no person knows in what land he will die. 

in his own land or elsewhere, in some other land. 
No one knows this. 

This Ayah is like the Ayah, 

jA VI lg ^Tij V l ; yJI 7^Sxt aAic. j 

And with Him are the keys of the Unseen, none 
knows them but He. (6:59) 
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(n) jjA^AjjIjI... 

Verily, Allah is All-Knower, All-Aware. 

It was reported in the Sunnah that the above five things 
are called the Keys of the Unseen. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Buraydah said that he heard 
the Messenger of Allah say: 



;<Ja.j "jc Jii\ Ul Jj^aEo U 



L>"^- 



aLVjU"l ^ Ua ;aJXJj i - UaUl (JjJJj ^C-UjJI aJC. aJJC. Aill yl 

Li^Jr LS^ U^ l5<J-^ ^J '-^- ' . V ||S ' l^'- a (J^SJ L5<J-^ ^J 

jja^. ajjc. <lll (jl i_j jaj 

There are five things which no one knows except 
Allah: 

• Verily, Allah, with Him is the knowledge of 
the Hour, 

• He sends down the rain, 

• and knows that which is in the wombs. 

• No person knows what he will earn 
tomorrow, 

• and no person knows in what land he will 
die. 

Verily, Allah is All-Knower, All-Aware. 

The chain of narrators for this Hadith is Sahih, although 
they did not recorded it. 

The Hadith of Ibn Umar 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn Umar said, 
"The Messenger of Allah said: 

;<uil Ul (jg^Jsj U ^j ■'-'-'- i _ 'j« » r"'X 

aLWjlll (^i La ;aJXJj l - U«j| (Jl>yj 4£-Lji1I Jc. SJJC. Aill Jjj 
Lp^J' LSy L>-*J LS<J-- Uaj IjC. ' _ '; uSj IjLo (Jj-U (_5JJJ Laj 

JJJ-*. aJJC. <lll (jj l_J jaJ 
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The Keys of the Unseen are five, which no one knows 
except Allah: 

• Verily, Allah, with Him is the knowledge of 
the Hour, 

• He sends down the rain, 

• and knows that which is in the wombs. 

• No person knows what he will earn 
tomorrow, 

• and no person knows in what land he will 
die. 

Verily, Allah is All-Knower, All-Aware. 

This was recorded only by Al-Bukhari, which he narrated 
in the Book of the Rain Prayer in his Sahih. 

He also recorded it in his Tafsir with a different chain of 
narrators, stating that Abdullah bin Umar said, 



"The Prophet said: 



j^ui i _ 1 ;*Jl ["'J 



The Keys of the Unseen are five." 
Then he recited: 

allWjUl ^ U« J*JJ ti-JjJLJl (_F)%J <C.Lulll alt SJJC. Aill (jl 

Verily, Allah, with Him is the knowledge of the 
Hour, He sends down the rain, and knows that 
which is in the wombs... 

This too was recorded only by Al-Bukhari. 

The Hadith of Abu Hurayrah 

In his Tafsir of this Ayah, Al-Bukhari narrated from Abu 
Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, that the Messenger of 
Allah was standing before the people one day when a man came 
to him and said, 

' Messenger of Allah, what is Iman?' 
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He said: 

(jjajjj iAjt\Qj Aiui^j ^jjSj '^'3 ' j ^^ u^j^ u u^y< 

Iman is to believe; 
in Allah, 
His Angels, 
His Books, 
His Messengers and 
in the meeting with Him, 
and to believe in the Resurrection in the 



He said: 
He said: 



Herearter. 

Messenger of Allah, what is Islam?' 



(Jjjjj iijuLall j»jilj iLllui 4j liljjuij Uj <&\ JJJHJ (jl aUluUl 
Jl , l~* «j ajj^ajj i 4_kia j jjLall olS jll 

Islam is 

• to worship Allah Alone and not associate 
anything in worship with Him, 

• to establish regular prayer, 

• to pay the obligatory Zakah, and 

• to fast in Ramadan. 

He said, ' O Messenger of Allah, what is Ihsan?' 
He said: 

t-Jl JJ AjII al jj °jf-J °a- °jli tel JJ t-t-t-. 2i\ jjjlj °jf jluikljl 

Ihsan is to worship Allah as if you see Him, and if 
you do not see Him, then He sees you. 

He said, "0 Messenger of Allah, when will the 
Hour come?' 



He said: 
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j£. <■*" VO , i. j£]j iJjLoJI jj« Jc-U I g "*- (Jjj.ui.ftjl La 

I £- J 

«Ukll 'jl£ IjIj tL^Lljljt °(j-« 'c*0 Ljjjj A-oul cllJJj 131 
(jg-aljLJ u M"* - ^ .j) g- J (js* <^jIj3 (juUI (_>ujjj oIjajI 

The one who is asked about it does not know 
more than the one who is asking, but I will tell 
you of some of its signs: 

• when the servant woman gives birth to her 
mistress, that is one of its signs; 

• when the bareroot and naked become 
leaders of the people, that is one of its 
signs. 

• The timing of the Hour is one of the five 
things which no one knows except Allah: 

aljWjUl -j La J*JJ lLujlII (JjJJj AjiLaJI alp. OJJC. Aill jl 

Verily, Allah, with Him is the knowledge of the 
Hour, He sends down the rain, and knows that 
which is in the wombs.... 

Then the man went away, and the Prophet said, 
J& »j j j (Bring him back to me). 

They went to bring him back, but they could not 
find him. 

He said: 

a^jjj JjjuII alttjj <iLi. JJJJJ^. I JA 

That was Jibril who came to teach the 
people their religion. 

It was also recorded by Al-Bukhari in the Book of 
Faith, and by Muslim with several chains of 
narration. 

We have discussed this at the beginning of our 
commentary on Al-Bukhari, where we mentioned 
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at length some Hadiths narrated by the 
Commander of the faithful Umar bin Al-Khattab. 
These were recorded only by Muslim. 

and no person knows in what land he will die. 

Qatadah said, 

"There are some things which Allah has kept to 
Himself, and they are not known to any angel 
who is close to Him or any Prophet who was sent 
by Him. 

4i.lUl Jc. ajjc. <I]I <jl... 

Verily, Allah, with Him is the knowledge of the Hour, 

no one among mankind knows when the Hour will 
come, in which year or month, or whether it will 
come at night or during the day. 

'"';» " JjJjj ... 

He sends down the rain, 

and no one knows when rain will come, night or 
day. 

alj^jUl ^ Ua ;»J*JJ ... 

and knows that which is in the wombs. 

No one knows what is in the wombs, male or 
female, red or black, or what it is. 

I JC. ' ■ U uSj I jLa (JJAJ (.^^JJJ Laj 

No person knows what he will earn tomorrow, 

whether it will be good or bad. You do not know, 
son of Adam, when you will die. You might die 
tomorrow, you might be stricken by calamity 
tomorrow. 
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and no person knows in what land he will die. 

means, no person knows where his resting place 
will be, on the land or in the sea, on a plain or in 
the mountains. 

It says in the Hadith: 

Ak.tk Ijjjll a1 Jsca. /pajb JJC j •-"« ^ll j| jl 13] 

If Allah wants to take a person's soul in a 
particular land, He will give him a reason to go 
there. 

In Al-Mu^jam Al-Kabir, Al-Hafiz Abu Al-Qasim At- 
Tabarani recorded that Usamah bin Zayd said, 

"The Messenger of Allah said: 

4^.L». Lgj?, <1 (Jxa. ul j^aju Juc. AliLa Ai\ (Jjta. Ua 

Allah does not will that a person should die in a 
certain land but He gives him a reason to go 
there." 

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Luqman. Praise be to 
Allah, the Lord of the worlds. Sufficient for us is Allah and He is 
the Best Disposer of affairs. 



*********** 
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